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Large number of Lawyers of the Madras High Court, led by Senior Advocates, 
N G R Prasad, Nalini Chidambaram, K Duraisamy, Bader Sayeed, 

Shanmugasundaram, R Vaigai, Parendran and others formed a Human chain 
in front of the Madras High Court today at 11 AM to pledge their commitment 
to defend the Constitution of India. They celebrated the core values of 
secularism, democracy, equality, fraternity, liberty, unity and integrity that 

form the basic structure of the Constitution of Indian and are the founding 
principles of our country. They took pledges to uphold and defend the 
Constitution, and asserted their citizenship of India based on Constitutional 
values. One lawyer stated, “All this time we defended acts of injustice against 

the citizens under the strength of the Constitution. However, today the 
Constitution itself is under threat. We need to defend the Constitution today.” 
Another lawyer said, “As lawyers it is our duty to stand on the frontlines in 
the battle to defend and protect our constitution. We pledge to fight against 

all assaults on the basic structure of our Constitution. These assaults are 
sometimes direct, and often, through backdoor means. India is a secular, 
democratic country. We cannot allow the isolation and humiliation of any 
particular religion and those who citizens who follow it.  All citizens are equal 

in India, and nobody shall be made to feel inferior by our laws.” The Human 
chain was a peaceful and powerful statement by lawyers of one of the most 
important High Courts in the country.  
  
The lawyers also made a statement that the citizens have a right to protest. 
Citizens are active participants in a democracy by expression of their opinions 
and dissent. Democracy is not just about voting only once in 5 years, and 
then going to sleep. It is about keeping oneself informed about current events, 

and participating in opinion building. The lawyers condemned the actions of 
the police in detaining some lawyers who had visited the police station when 
called by some protesters who had been arrested. 


